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 The Cochrane Library is available to all HINARI-eligible 

countries, list found at:

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/view/0/FreeAccess.html.

 Many developed countries also provide their citizens with 

some form of open access:

Norway, Finland, Denmark, Ireland to name just a few. 

Many countries have access

http://www.who.int/
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/view/0/FreeAccess.html
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The Cochrane Library

 The single most reliable source for evidence on 
the effects of health care. 

 Brings together in one place research on the 
effectiveness of healthcare treatments and 
interventions. 

 The gold standard in evidence-based medicine.

 Provides access to the most objective 
information on the latest in health interventions.

http://www.who.int/
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The Cochrane Collaboration
http://www.cochrane.org

 Structure - established as an international organisation in 

1993, registered as a charity in the United Kingdom.

 Aim - to help people make well-informed decisions about 

health care.

 How - by preparing and promoting access to systematic 

reviews of the effects of healthcare interventions.

 Publishing Output – The Cochrane Library.

http://www.who.int/
http://www.cochrane.org/
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What is in the Cochrane Library?

 Cochrane Database of 

Systematic Reviews 

(Cochrane reviews)

 Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects

 Central Register of Controlled Trials

 Cochrane Methodology Register

 Health Technology Assessment Database

 NHS Economic Evaluation Database

 Cochrane Collaboration and Cochrane Collaborative Review Groups.

http://www.who.int/
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Too much information?
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What are systematic reviews?
Cochrane & Campbell Collaboration definitions

 The process of systematically locating, appraising and 

synthesising evidence from scientific studies in order to 

obtain a reliable overview.
– http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/view/0/AboutCochraneSystematicReviews.html

 Aim to find all studies addressing the review’s question 

using an objective and transparent process.
– http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/what_is_a_systematic_review/

http://www.who.int/
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/view/0/AboutCochraneSystematicReviews.html
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/what_is_a_systematic_review/
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Why are Cochrane reviews important?

 High methodological standards.

 Ensure efficient use of resources in low-resource settings.

 Increase power and precision in decision making.

 Limit bias and improve accuracy through a global 

perspective.

 Reduce vast amounts of information to manageable size.

http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane review numbers

http://www.who.int/
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Mainstream 

Literature

Non 

English 

Literature

Commercial 

studies Grey Literature

http://www.who.int/
http://www.lww.com/static/covers/1068-9265.gif
http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/content/abstract/159/2/159?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=Singer&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1082127936350_1705&stored_search=&FIRSTINDEX=0&sortspec=relevance&volume=159&resourcetype=1&journalcode=cmaj
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What is in the Cochrane Library?

 Cochrane Database of 

Systematic Reviews 

(Cochrane reviews)

 Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (other reviews) 

 Central Register of Controlled Trials (clinical trials)

 Cochrane Methodology Register (methods studies)

 Health Technology Assessment Database (technology assessments)

 NHS Economic Evaluation Database (economic evaluations)

 Cochrane Collaboration and Cochrane Collaborative Review Groups.

http://www.who.int/
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The Cochrane Library homepage

http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane basic search

http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane reviews are full text

http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane status flags

http://www.who.int/
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Researchers’ contact information

http://www.who.int/
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Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE)

 Complements Cochrane Reviews by collecting reviews which have 
not been carried out by the Cochrane Collaboration.

 Each abstract includes a 
summary of the review 
together with a critical 
commentary about the 
review’s overall quality. 

 Contains over 7854 reviews.

Ceased up-dates as of 31 March 2015

http://www.who.int/
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DARE – abstracts with links to full text 

when available

http://www.who.int/
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Full text available via GIFT

http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials

 Includes details of published 
articles taken from bibliographic 
databases and other published 
resources. 

 Records include the title of the 
article, information on where it 
was published and, in many cases, 
the abstract. 

http://www.who.int/
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Grey literature and unique content

http://www.who.int/
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Method studies. 

 Bibliography of 
publications that report on 
methods used for executing
systematic reviews.

 Includes journals articles, books, conference proceedings 
and articles from hand searches. 

Cochrane Methodology Register

http://www.who.int/


The Cochrane Library, © World Health Organization 201424 |

Links point to full text

http://www.who.int/
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http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane review groups

http://www.who.int/
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http://www.who.int/
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To access advanced search:

Click on Advanced 

Search

http://www.who.int/
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Advanced search features

Include:

 Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT etc.)

 Proximity Operators (NEAR, NEXT)

 Searching using MeSH headings

 Using truncation

 Combining search sets.

http://www.who.int/
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Medical Subjects Heading (MeSH) search

http://www.who.int/
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Begin with a clear question - PICO

 Patient, population, or problem

 Intervention

Comparison

Outcome desired or to be measured.

Does evidence exist to support the use of Kangaroo mother care  in 

Low birth weight infants as an alternative to conventional care after 

the initial period of stabilization with conventional care?

http://www.who.int/
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Mainstream 

literature

Non-

English 

literature

Commercial 

studies

Grey 

literature

Study 1 Study 2 Study 3 Study 4

Combined results

meta-analysis

http://www.who.int/
http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/content/abstract/159/2/159?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=Singer&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1082127936350_1705&stored_search=&FIRSTINDEX=0&sortspec=relevance&volume=159&resourcetype=1&journalcode=cmaj
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Systematic review search steps

1. Determine if a systematic review has been done on the question.

2. If the review is old, contact authors about update collaboration.

3. If no reviews, check for protocols and collaboration opportunities.

4. If no reviews or protocols, look for researchers and contact for 

possible collaboration.

5. If steps 1-4 return nothing, mine Cochrane for search strategies 

and resources to search, electronic and otherwise.

6. Execute a comprehensive systematic search.

7. Through every step, document the search process.

http://www.who.int/
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Where to find search strategies

http://www.who.int/
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Our question

What are policy guidelines for improving health 

worker access to prevention, treatment and care 

services for HIV and TB?

http://www.who.int/
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Provisional abstract?

http://www.who.int/
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How to find systematic reviews in PubMed
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical

http://www.who.int/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical
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How to find systematic reviews in PubMed
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical

http://www.who.int/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical
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How to find systematic reviews in PubMed
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical

Cochrane Results

http://www.who.int/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/clinical
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Major concepts

 HIV infections

 Health care workers

 Tuberculosis

 Prevention and treatment

 Low-income countries

 Policy guidelines.

http://www.who.int/
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First concept – HIV infections

http://www.who.int/
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HIV search

HIV Infections[MeSH] OR HIV[MeSH] OR hiv[tw] OR hiv-
1*[tw] OR hiv-2*[tw] OR hiv1[tw] OR hiv2[tw] OR hiv 
infect*[tw] OR human immunodeficiency virus[tw] OR human 
immunedeficiency virus[tw] OR human immuno-deficiency 
virus[tw] OR human immune-deficiency virus[tw] OR ((human 
immun*) AND (deficiency virus[tw])) OR acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome[tw] OR acquired 
immunedeficiency syndrome[tw] OR acquired immuno-
deficiency syndrome[tw] OR acquired immune-deficiency 
syndrome[tw] OR ((acquired immun*) AND (deficiency 
syndrome[tw])) OR "Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 
Viral"[MeSH:NoExp] 

http://www.who.int/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/o/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/CD005421/frame.html
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Second concept – health personnel

http://www.who.int/
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Health care workers (OVID interface)

http://www.who.int/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/o/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/CD005187/frame.html
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OVID to PubMed translator

https://www.dropbox.com/s/vtvqqli708jrhm6/PubMedOVIDTranslater.pdf?dl=0

http://www.who.int/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vtvqqli708jrhm6/PubMedOVIDTranslater.pdf?dl=0
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Conversion of OVID to PubMed

“Health Personnel" [MeSH] OR "health personnel" [all fields]  OR "healthcare 

personnel"[all fields] OR "health care personnel"[all fields] OR "health 

worker"[all fields] OR "health workers"[all fields] OR "healthcare worker"[all 

fields] OR "healthcare workers"[all fields] OR "health care worker"[all fields] 

OR "healthcare provider"[all fields] OR "healthcare providers"[all fields] OR 

"health care provider"[all fields] OR "health practitioners"[all fields] OR 

"healthcare practitioner"[all fields] OR "health care practitioner"[all fields] OR 

"health care practitioners"[all fields] OR "health employee"[all fields] OR 

"health employees"[all fields] OR  "medical staff"[all fields] OR  doctor[all 

fields] OR doctors[all fields] OR physician*[all fields] OR ("allied health"[all 

fields] AND ("staff"[all fields] OR personnel[all fields])) OR paramedics*[all 

fields] OR "nursing staff”[all fields] OR nurse[all fields] OR nurses[all fields] 

OR "nursing auxiliary"[all fields] OR "hospital personnel"[all fields] OR 

"hospital staff"[all fields] OR "hospital worker"[all fields] OR  "hospital 

workers"[all fields] 

http://www.who.int/
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Another concept – low-income countries

http://www.who.int/
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Low-income countries

"Developing countries"[MeSH] OR "Africa"[MeSH] OR 

"Central America"[MeSH] OR "South America"[MeSH] OR 

"Latin America"[MeSH] OR "Mexico"[MeSH] OR 

"Asia"[MeSH] OR "Commonwealth of Independent 

States"[MeSH] OR "Pacific Islands"[MeSH] OR "Indian 

Ocean Islands"[MeSH] OR "Europe, Eastern"[MeSH]

http://www.who.int/
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Filters – reusable recipes for success

 Filters are validated search blocks.

 They can be for various search aspects:

– Publication specifics (Language, publication type, period)

– Geographical areas (LMIC, WHO regions)

– Diseases (HIV infections, diabetes)

– Study designs (clinical queries, randomized controlled trials)

– Broad topic subject topics (primary healthcare, patient safety).

 We use them to build on the work of others.

http://www.who.int/
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Cochrane Library not the only source

http://www.who.int/
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Other filter sources

 InterTASC Information Specialists' Sub-Group Search 

Filter Resource

 Cindy Schmidt’s PubMed search strategies blog

 University of Pittsburgh Health Sciences Library System’s 

database called MedTerm Search Assist

 The Royal Dutch Society for Information Professional’s 

Department of Biomedical Information’s website

 Norway’s Helsebiblioteket.

http://www.who.int/
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InterTASC Information Specialists’ Sub-Group (ISSG)
https://sites.google.com/a/york.ac.uk/issg-search-filters-resource/home

 Filters by study design

– Adverse events

– Economic evaluations

– Guidelines

– Health services research, 

etc.

 Information about filter 

issues

– Filter critical appraisals

– Surveys of performance

– Blogs, etc.

http://www.who.int/
https://sites.google.com/a/york.ac.uk/issg-search-filters-resource/home
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Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN)
http://www.sign.ac.uk/methodology/filters.html#patient

http://www.who.int/
http://www.sign.ac.uk/methodology/filters.html
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Search strategies

 Try to find systematic reviews for your topic.

– Do they match the topic perfectly?

– Are they complete and up to date?

– If not, can I collaborate with the authors?

 If no perfect matches, search for individual concept matches.

– Use the Methods section for resources and search strategies.

 Check strategies for comprehensiveness (keywords and 

MeSH.

 Adapt strategies for your question, interface and database.

http://www.who.int/
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The Campbell Collaboration Library:
the social side

 Comparable to Cochrane, but with an emphasis on the 
social sciences.

 Systematic reviews in education, crime and justice, and 
social welfare.

 Provides search process documentation similar to 
Cochrane’s.

 Open access.

http://www.who.int/
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The Campbell Library
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/lib/

http://www.who.int/
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/lib/
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Database of search concept strings

http://www.who.int/


The Cochrane Library, © World Health Organization 201458 |

MeSH and keywords for child under 18

http://www.who.int/
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To access search concepts 

 Create a free, web-based EndNote account by visiting

http://www.myendnoteweb.com.

 Send an email to allent@who.int and indicate the email 

you used to create the EndNote BASIC account.

 I will then share the database with you.

 Note: All filters are offered as is. No guarantees. 

http://www.who.int/
http://www.myendnoteweb.com/
mailto:allent@who.int
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Lessons learned

 Cochrane Library should be the first place to check for any 

question.

 Cochrane Library has systematic reviews and other 

resources.

 Cochrane methodology is a standard to replicate.

 Reuse search strategies - identify where to search and 

with which search terms (controlled and keywords).

http://www.who.int/

