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About

The Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and
Research

The Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and Research
(GFMER) is a non-profit organization established in 2002. It
is supported by the Department of Social Affairs of the City
of Geneva and other Swiss and international institutions.

The Foundation works in close collaboration with the World
Health Organization (WHO). The overall objectives of the
Foundation are to promote and develop health education and
research programs.

Introduction

Sexually transmitted infections: An evidence-based online
course (STI 2026) has been part of the Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Research online training course
series since 2010. In 2026, the course was entirely updated
by a team of experts based on WHO guidelines.

This course provides participants with the latest evidence-
based knowledge and practical skills for STI prevention,
diagnosis, treatment, programme implementation, and
research, drawing upon WHO recommendations and
international field experience. The course aims to strengthen
the capacity of health professionals to deliver evidence-
based prevention, diagnosis, treatment, programme
implementation, and research in sexually transmitted
infections through a comprehensive online course.

Training Course in Sexual and
Reproductive Health Research

Sexually Transmitted Infections: An
Online Evidence-based Course
Goal

To strengthen the capacity of health professionals to deliver evidence-based
prevention, diagnosis, treatment, programme implementation, and research in
sexually transmitted infections through a comprehensive online course.

Objectives

 Strengthen participants’ knowledge of STI epidemiology, prevention,
diagnosis and treatment.

 Develop competencies in planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluating
STI programmes.

 Promote evidence-based clinical practice in accordance with WHO
recommendations.

 Enhance participants’ capacity to conduct training, operational research and
programme evaluation.

 Foster multidisciplinary approaches integrating STI prevention, HIV, sexual
health and human rights.

Course audience

Health professionals, paramedical staff, project planners and managers in health-
related areas, advocates, government officials and social scientists.
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Sexually Transmitted Infections: An Online Evidence-
based Course
The course is based primarily on the latest WHO recommendations and international evidence. Teaching is
complemented by the extensive field experience of an international faculty working in sexual and reproductive
health across diverse settings

Participants will gain practical knowledge applicable to both resource-limited and high-resource settings, with
particular emphasis on evidence-based decision-making, programme implementation and clinical practice.

Course Topics
Week 1

STIs as a global public health challenge: past,
present and future

Week 2

Epidemiology of STIs

 Interactions between HIV and STIs

Week 3

Prevention of STIs

 Vaccination
 HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
 Doxycycline post-exposure prophylaxis (doxy-PEP)

Live webinar: Syphilis prevention and care

Week 4

STI Screening and diagnosis

 STI screening
 Laboratory diagnosis
 Point-of-care testing

Week 5

STI treatment

 Clinical management of STIs
 Syndromic management
 Etiological diagnosis and treatment
 STI management during pregnancy

Week 6

STI programmes and service delivery

 Monitoring and evaluation
 Surveillance
 Programme design and implementation

Sexual health, human rights and STIs

Live webinar: Antimicrobial-resistant gonorrhoea
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The GFMER Team
Prof Aldo Campana, Director

Dr Raqibat Idris, Course Manager

Mrs Fionna Poon, Course Administrator

Dr Aseel Mugahed, Technical Officer

Dr Fariza Rahman, Technical Officer

Course Coordinators
Antonio Gerbase
Senior STI Consultant
Director, Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and Research (GFMER)

Ismaël Maatouk
Professor of Dermatology and STIs, Lebanese American University, Beirut

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ismaelmaatouk?miniProfileUrn=urn:li:fsd_profile:ACoAADydsioBnMKBwyx-zg9hYQhAnzQf7NR6KDs
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ismaelmaatouk?miniProfileUrn=urn:li:fsd_profile:ACoAADydsioBnMKBwyx-zg9hYQhAnzQf7NR6KDs


Afghanistan -
Homa Kabiri

Bangladesh -
Andrew Ashim Roy

Bhutan -
Sonam Wangdi

Bolivia -
Carlos Encinas

Bahrain -
Maryam Alaradi

Brazil - Mariana
Felisbino-Mendes

Burkina Faso -
Bruno Ki

Cameroon -
Gregory Edie Halle-

Ekane

Egypt -
Nana Abuelsoud

Ethiopia - Melaku
Samuel Hottessa

Ethiopia - Ambaw
Damtew Belete

Georgia -
Lela Shengelia

Gulf Cooperation
Council - Khadija
Ahmed Matrook

India - Rathnamala
M. Desai

Indonesia - Agus
Fitriangga

Iran - Shayesteh
Hajizadeh

Iraq - Hamdia
Mirkhan Ahmed

Kenya - Peter
Otieno Khayombe

Lebanon -
Ayah Al Bizri

Malta - Valeska
Padovese

Malawi -
Tazirwa Chipeta

MENA Region -
Amr Awad

Mexico - Atziri
Ramírez-Negrin

Morocco - Bouchra
Assarag

Mozambique -
Chadreque Muluana

Nepal -
Anil Thapa

Nigeria - Aishatu
Abubakar-Sadiq

Nigeria -
Amelia Odo

Nigeria -
Chukwuemeka
Nwachukwu

Pakistan -
Anjum Ara Saeed

Palestine –
Shoroq Abuhamad

Spain - Daniel Orós
López

Sudan -
Khalifa Elmusharaf

Uganda -
Morris Okwir

Zambia -
Namakau Nyambe
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GFMER Country Coordinators / Coaches

In alphabetical order by country

https://www.gfmer.ch/country-coordinators/Khadija-Ahmed-Matrook-GFMER-coordinator-GCC.htm
https://www.gfmer.ch/country-coordinators/Khadija-Ahmed-Matrook-GFMER-coordinator-GCC.htm
http://www.gfmer.ch/country-coordinators/Namakau-Nyambe-GFMER-coordinator-Zambia.htm


Eligible Candidates
Health professionals, paramedical staff, project planners and managers in health-related areas, advocates,
government officials and social scientists.

Learning Methods
For each module participants will have access to:

1. Recorded lectures with downloadable slides
2. Reading materials and WHO guidance documents
3. Additional multimedia resources
4. Multiple-choice questions
5. Written assignments
6. Live webinars (selected modules)

Teaching language

The teaching language of the course is English.

What is required of you?

Complete the multiple-choice assessment and written assignment for each module.

Personal coach

Each participant will be assigned a coach who will provide academic support, facilitate learning, answer questions
and provide feedback throughout the course.

Course validation and certificate

Participants who successfully complete all required assessments will receive a certificate jointly issued by the
organizing partners.
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Important Dates

Start date: 21 October 2026
End date: 01 December 2026

Application deadline: 30 September 2026
Payment deadline: 07 October 2026

Course Fee

USD 250

Course Website

https://www.gfmer.ch/2026-courses/sti/index.htm

Application Form

https://forms.gle/ZPnaBDeq1mndhv369

Admission Procedures
1. Submit the online application form:

https://forms.gle/ZPnaBDeq1mndhv369

2. Submit the following documents that are required to process admission via email to:
sti@gfmer.org:

 A curriculum vitae, including sections on current and previous positions.
 Letter of motivation (maximum one page or 500 words), outlining the applicant’s

interest in the course and expected benefits.

3. Wait for the acceptance notice from the administrative office.

4. If your application is accepted, settle the course fee before the course commences.

Contact
The Administrative Office
Geneva Foundation for Medical
Education and Research (GFMER)

Chemin de Beau-Soleil 12,
1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland.

Email: researchmethodology@gfmer.org
Website: https://www.gfmer.ch

Follow Us
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