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Understanding the Submission Process

Author writes a paper Author submits 

paper
Editor reviews paper

Editorial Committee 

reviews paper

Desk Reject

Send to Editorial Committee

RejectSend to 

Reviewers

Reviewers review paper

Sends Reviews

Editor reviews the reviews / 

author revisions

Reject
Request 

Revisions

Author Resubmits Revised Paper

Author revises

Conditionally Accepts for Publication / Formatting

Paper 

published!

Icons courtesy of  Noun Project



So…what are editors looking for?

Contribution, Contribution, Contribution!

• What is known? 

• What is unknown?

• Given what is unknown, what knowledge is the study contributing 

to the evidence base? What is the study making known?

• How is the study convincingly adding to the evidence base? This 

depends on the methods and the data used



Key Tips for Authors

State clearly:

• Research question & contribution

• Relevance to journal

• Robust, appropriate methodology

• Follow author guidelines

• Use cover letter to emphasize value



Common Reasons for Rejection

• Out of scope

• Weak/unclear contribution

• Methodological flaws

• Lack of literature engagement

• Poor writing/structure



Resources for Authors

• Author Guidelines – look at them carefully!

• Examples of published papers – see if your paper looks like papers 

that have been published in the journal previously

• Peer mentorship and writing workshops

• Edit, edit, edit!

• Check code over thoroughly! It is important to replicate the results



Author Responsibilities

Prior to submission:

• Prepare manuscript in accordance with formatting guidelines

• Abstract, keywords, cover letter

• Manuscript type: regular article, data report, commentary, other?

• Comply with formatting and ethical guidelines on journal website

• Manuscript length is flexible within reason

• References and citations: reference management is encouraged



Q&A

• Questions?



Post-ICPD and Beyond: 

Future-Proofing SRH, Rights, and Justice

Rethinking Family Planning Measurement with a 

Rights, Justice, and Person-Centered Lens

Call for new special issues:

Deadline: December 1, 2025
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