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Introduction to WHO Library information resources

 Contact the Library and Reference Desk 

Monday to Friday 9:00 to 12:00  (Closed 12:00 to 14:00) 14:00 to 16:00

(Library Staff extend opening hours depending on the work schedule)

Book and periodical collection available 24/7 with WHO / UNAIDS staff -
intern - consultant badges with "magnetic badge"

Tel.: extension 12062

E-mail: LNK@who.int
Internet: http://www.who.int/library
Intranet: http://intranet.who.int/homes/lnk.

 Ask about WHO Library briefing for external visiting groups
– 30, 45 or 60 minutes focused on the subject area/interests of the group –

http://www.who.int/
http://www.who.int/library
http://intranet.who.int/homes/lnk
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WHO publications online
http://www.who.int/publications/en/

http://www.who.int/
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/temp/Tomas2/Courses/SickoWHO_0001.wmv
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WHO AFRO Library
http://www.afro.who.int/en/afro-library-services.html

http://www.who.int/
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WHO Library core services

 IRIS – http://apps.who.int/iris/

– WHO publications and documents  in full text.

 Print collections – WHOLIS - http://dosei.who.int

– international public health and development book collection

– Extensive developing country health journals / periodicals

– Ministry of Health / Government statistics

– History of WHO

– WHO Library accepts book suggestions email: LNK@who.int. 

 GIFT - http://who.summon.serialssolutions.com/

– desktop electronic resources

– more than 30 databases

– more than 10 000 online journals

– more than 100 online dictionaries.

http://www.who.int/
http://apps.who.int/iris/
http://dosei.who.int/
mailto:LNK@who.int
http://who.summon.serialssolutions.com/


WHO Library orientation, © World Health Organization 20146 |

Institutional Repository for Information Sharing (IRIS) 
http://apps.who.int/iris/

http://www.who.int/
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IRIS
http://apps.who.int/iris/

 WHO collective memory, provides over 170 000 bibliographic 

records 

– WHO publications 1948–

– articles in WHO periodicals

– articles in outside periodicals on WHO work

– technical documents (unrestricted) 1986–

– governing body documents

– press and audiovisual materials

– historical materials.

http://www.who.int/
http://apps.who.int/iris/
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IRIS
http://apps.who.int/iris/

 WHO document dissemination, provides over 150,000
full-text links to:

– technical documents (unrestricted), headquarters and 
regional offices, 1986–

– articles in the Bulletin of the World Health 
Organization, 1947–

– Weekly Epidemiological Record, 1926–

– press materials

– WHO out-of-print publications (in process)

– historical resources.
http://www.who.int/library

http://www.who.int/
http://apps.who.int/iris/
http://www.who.int/
http://www.who.int/library
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Consumer drive Scanning – Email to 

repository@who.int

(For WHO copyright materials)

http://www.who.int/
mailto:repository@who.int
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Over 75 «other» languages

represented in IRIS

http://www.who.int/
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IRIS
http://www.who.int/iris 

 Access to WHO documents in full text (HQ, Regions & 

Country Offcies)

 Over 75 Other languages (full text)

 Persistent / Permanent URLs 

 Easier to download versions (optimal compressed files)

 Expertise in WHO staff 

 Most complete listing of WHO documents and publications

 Recommend titles to be scanned.

http://www.who.int/
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Summon discovery tool access
http://who.summon.serialssolutions.com/

http://www.who.int/
http://who.summon.serialssolutions.com/
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Searching all WHO subscribed 

resources at once

http://www.who.int/
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Refining the search

http://www.who.int/
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A-Z list of journals

Choices?

http://www.who.int/
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Lancet  2 options

http://www.who.int/
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Access to electronic journals

(Right back to 1823)

http://www.who.int/
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Databases and major references

http://www.who.int/
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Academic Search Premier
Multidisciplinary & embedded PDFs

http://www.who.int/
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Clinical Evidence – BMJ

Evidence-Based Medicine

http://www.who.int/
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Global Health Database
Zoonotic, historical & grey literature

http://www.who.int/
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POPLINE –

Reproductive health & Open Access

http://www.who.int/
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OECD iLibrary

http://www.who.int/
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World Bank eLibrary

http://www.who.int/
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Print resources
Accessible 24 / 7 days to WHO Staff/Interns/Consultants

Public Mon – Fri (9-12) (14-16)

http://www.who.int/
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Electronic and print journals

http://dosei.who.int

http://www.who.int/


WHO Library orientation, © World Health Organization 201427 |

Reading a print journal record

http://www.who.int/
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Books purchased to support 

WHO researchers

http://www.who.int/
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Finding the full text 

 Basic Rules.

 Full text articles have many "homes on the internet“.

 PubMed is NOT the best indicator of full text access.

 Paper journals are important. 

 Try to maximize resources (U de Genève, Free Medical 

Journals, ILO, etc.

 See that Handout "7 Simple Steps to Full Text”.

http://www.who.int/
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PubMed
http://www.pubmed.gov

http://www.who.int/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/utils/fref.fcgi?itool=AbstractPlus-def&PrId=3051&uid=14999107&db=pubmed&url=http://content.nejm.org/cgi/pmidlookup?view=short&pmid=14999107&promo=ONFLNS19
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 National Library of Medicine (USA).

 A bibliographic database containing more than 

 Indexes over 5500 biomedical journals; coverage is worldwide, but 

(86%) of the records are from English-language resources.

 Covers medicine, nursing, dentistry, veterinary medicine, health-care 

systems and the pre-clinical sciences, as well as microbiology, 

delivery of health care, nutrition, pharmacology and environmental 

health.

 New material is added and the database is updated weekly.

26 million references.

MEDLINE database
http://pubmed.gov

http://www.who.int/
http://pubmed.gov/
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Web of Knowledge

http://www.who.int/
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Web of Science

 Coverage 

– 6034  major science journals across 150 disciplines

– 1764 social science journals across 50 disciplines 

– 1121 journals in the arts and humanities.

 Why use the Web of Science?

– for research in health as a broad concept

– interdisciplinary research

– research outside the domain of health.

http://www.who.int/
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Follow research trends

???

???

???

1982 paper 1992 paper

1957 paper

1987 paper

2002 paper 1999 paper

1976 paper

PubMed classic 

search

Web of Knowledge 

cited reference search

http://www.who.int/
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Web of Knowledge impact factor

http://www.who.int/
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Impact factor

YR 2008 Times Cited 36

YR 2010 Times Cited 99

YR 2012 Times Cited 130

YR 2014 Times Cited 145

http://www.who.int/
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WHO regional databases
http://www.globalhealthlibrary.net/

 Journal indexes of locally produced information.

 Complement the internationally known bibliographic 

databases.

 Higher relevance for other developing countries. 

 South – South information sharing.

 Important for systematic reviews.

 Open access.

http://www.who.int/
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Developing country health databases
http://www.who.int/library/country/regional/index.en.shtml

• Africa (African Index Medicus)

http://indexmedicus.afro.who.int/

• Latin America and the Caribbean

http://bases.bvs.br/ (LILACS)

• South-East Asia (IMSEAR)

http://imsear.hellis.org/

• Eastern Mediterranean (IMEMR)

http://www.emro.who.int/HIS/VHSL/

• Western Pacific (WPRIM)

http://wprim.whocc.org.cn/.

http://www.who.int/
http://www.who.int/library/country/regional/index.en.shtml
http://indexmedicus.afro.who.int/
http://bases.bvs.br/
http://imsear.hellis.org/
http://www.emro.who.int/HIS/VHSL/
http://wprim.whocc.org.cn/
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African Index Medicus

index of African health literature

http://www.who.int/
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Global Index Medicus (GIM)

http://www.who.int/
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New Global Index Medicus
http://www.globalhealthlibrary.net/php/index.php

http://www.who.int/
http://www.globalhealthlibrary.net/php/index.php
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Online journals and sources of free journals 

on the Internet

 Free medical journals web site 
http://www.freemedicaljournals.com

 PubMed Central                        
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov

 DOAJ – Directory of Open Access Journals

https://doaj.org/

 Scielo
http://www.scielo.org

 Geneva Foundation for Medical and Health Research       
http://www.gfmer.ch/Medical_journals/Free_medical.php.

http://www.who.int/
http://www.freemedicaljournals.com/
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
https://doaj.org/
http://www.scielo.org/
http://www.gfmer.ch/Medical_journals/Free_medical.php
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Reference Manager Software

http://www.who.int/
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EndNote WEB (IP) – BASIC (free)

EndNote – Desktop ($)

http://www.who.int/
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WHO Library supporting access to health 

information

 HINARI

 Support to AGORA \ OARE\ ARDI  

 Reproductive Health Library

 Global Health Library.

http://www.who.int/
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HINARI :

 Launch date January 2002 for “free access” countries; launch to 
“low-cost countries” January 2003

 More than180 publishers providing over 15 000 health related 
online journals and more than 47 0000 online books to low- and 
middle-income countries at zero or low cost

 Available a to academic, government, research institutions and 
teaching hospitals in 117 countries, areas and territories

 Country eligibility based on GNI and development indicators 

http://www.who.int/
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Hinari : http://www.who.int/hinari 

hinari@who.int

http://www.who.int/
http://www.who.int/hinari
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Over 15,000 online

medical health journals

http://www.who.int/
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We have opened the American 

Psychiatric Association Textbook of 

Geriatric Psychiatry e-book that is 

searchable by keyword and broad 

subject categories.

http://www.who.int/
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Institutions registered with HINARI*

http://www.who.int/
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Access to Global Online Research in 

Agriculture (AGORA)

 Launched by FAO in October 2003.

 The agriculture "sister" initiative (or version) of Hinari.

 Hinari and AGORA work closely together on content, online systems, 

administration, training and promotion. 

 Local not-for-profit institutions in the same 117 countries, areas and 

territories with online access up to 5900 journals and 6400 books. 

 Main partners: publishers, Cornell University (Mann Library), STM.  

 Web site: http://www.fao.org/agora

http://www.who.int/
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Online Access to Research in the Environment (OARE)
http://www.unep.org/oare

 Launched by UNEP and Yale University in October 2006. OARE is the 
environment "sister" programme (or version) of Hinari.

 Up to 10 000 scientific journals and 20 000 books from 120 
publishers, available online in the same 117 low- and middle-
income countries, areas and territories. 

 Publications are provided in a wide range of disciplines:

– Biotechnology, climate change, environmental economics, engineering, 
law and policy, toxicology and pollution, zoology, and many others

http://www.who.int/
http://www.unep.org/oare
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Access to Research and Development for Innovation 

(ARDI) http://www.wipo.int/ardi

 Launched by WIPO in 2009 and joined Research4Life in 2011. ARDI 
is the applied sciences "sister" programme (or version) of Hinari.

 Up to 8400 scientific journals and 19 000 books from 40 publishers, 
available online in the same 117 low- and middle-income countries, 
areas and territories. 

 A special focus on generating new innovation and patentable ideas 
in the developing world

http://www.who.int/
http://www.unep.org/oare
http://www.wipo.int/ardi
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HINARI, AGORA, OARE & ARDI

www.Research4Life.org

http://www.who.int/
http://www.research4life.org/


WHO Library orientation, © World Health Organization 201455 |

Sponsoring an institution in Hinari Group B 

countries with US$ 1500 Subscription

 Access to over 2,000 online priced journals for 12 

months.

 Cost is less than 50 cents per title.

 Online subscription to Lancet, US$ 200 value.

 Once an institution has had a year's access to , local 

administrators and faculty realise the usefulness of 

Hinari and the financial savings. 2nd and following 

years are often then locally funded.

 .

http://www.who.int/
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HINARI, AGORA, OARE & ARDI
www.Research4Life.org

http://www.who.int/
http://www.research4life.org/

